
Name ______________________________________________        Classification Pre-test  

 

USING KEY TERMS 

Complete each of the following sentences by choosing the correct term from the word bank. 

 

 Animalia    Protista   Bacteria  Plantae 

    Archaea   classification   taxonomy 

 

1. Linnaeus founded the science of ______________________. 

2. Prokaryotes that live in extreme environments are in the domain ____________________. 

3. Complex multicellular organisms that can usually move around and respond to their environment are  

    in the kingdom ______________________. 

4. A system of ______________________ can help group animals into categories . 

5. Prokaryotes that can cause diseases are in the domain___________________________. 

 

UNDERSTANDING KEY IDEAS 

Multiple Choice 

_____ 6. Scientists classify organisms by 

  a. arranging the organisms in orderly groups. 

  b. giving the organisms many common names. 

  c. deciding whether the organisms are useful. 

  d. using only existing categories of classification. 

 

_____ 7. When the eight levels of classification are listed from broadest to narrowest, which level is sixth 

in the list? 

  a. class 

  b. order 

  c. genus 

  d. family 

_____ 8. The scientific name for the European white waterlily is Nymphaea alba. To which genus does 

this plant belong? 

  a. Nymphaea 

  b. alba 

  c. water lily 

  d. alba lily 

_____ 9. Animalia, Protista, Fungi, and Plantae are the 

  a. scientific names of different organisms. 

  b. names of kingdoms. 

  c. levels of classification. 

  d. scientists who organized taxonomy. 

 

_____ 10. The simple, single-celled organisms that live in your intestines are classified in the kingdom 

  a. Protista. 

  b. Bacteria. 

  c. Archaea. 

  d. Eukarya. 



 

_____ 11. What kind of organism thrives in hot springs and other extreme environments? 

  a. fungus 

  b. bacterium 

  c. archaean 

  d. protist 

_____ 12. The genus name of the rose Ryan is looking for is rosa. Its specific 

name is alba. What will it say on the tag identifying the plant? 

  a. alba rosa 

  b. Alba rosa 

  c. Rosa alba 

  d. rosa alba 

_____ 13. Drea is comparing three organisms. Two have many of the same characteristics. But they 

have very few characteristics in common with the third organism. What can Drea infer about the 

relatedness of these three organisms? 

  a. The first two are equally related to the third. 

  b. The first two are unrelated, but each is related to the third. 

  c. Relatedness of the three organisms depends on the characteristics the first two share. 

  d. The first two are more closely related to each other than they are to the third. 

 

_____ 14.  Kim is studying two types of chimpanzees: Pan troglodytes and Pan paniscus. Based on 

their names, Kim can conclude that they 

  a. belong to different genera. 

  b. belong to different species. 

  c. belong to different domains. 

  d. belong to different kingdoms. 

_____ 15.  At one time, scientists classified bacteria and protists together in one kingdom, but now 

they are in two separate domains. What evidence supported putting bacteria in a separate domain? 

  a. Protists have cytoplasm, but bacteria do not. 

  b. Bacteria have cell walls, but protists do not. 

  c. Bacteria consist of only one cell, but protists consist of many cells. 

  d. Protist cells have a nucleus and membrane-bound organelles, but bacteria cells don't. 

 

_____ 16.  Fungi were once classified as plants. Now they are placed in their own kingdom. Why 

were fungi removed from the plant kingdom? 

  a. Fungi live only on land, but plants live on land and in water. 

  b. Plants are made of many cells, but fungi consist of one cell. 

  c. Fungi can move around on their own, but plants cannot move. 

  d. Plants make their own food, but fungi absorb food from their surroundings. 

 

_____ 17.  An organism has many cells, but cannot move. It does not eat food, but cannot perform 

photosynthesis either. What kingdom does it belong to? 

  a. kingdom Fungi 

  b. kingdom Plantae 

  c. kingdom Protista 

  d. kingdom Animalia 



18.  Why is the use of scientific names important in biology?  ___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

19.  Scientists used to classify organisms as either plants or animals. Why doesn’t that classification 

system work? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20.  Explain why two species that belong to the same genus, such as white oak (Quercus alba) and cork 

oak (Quercus suber), also belong to the same family. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21.  What characteristic do the members of the four kingdoms of the domain Eukarya have in common? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

INTERPRETING GRAPHICS 

Use the branching diagram of selected primates below to answer the questions that follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22. Which primate is the closest relative to the common ancestor of all primates?  ___________________ 

 

23. Which primate shares the most traits with humans?  ________________________________________ 

 

24. Do both lemurs and humans have the characteristics listed at point D? ________ Explain your answer. 

   

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. What characteristic do baboons have that lemurs do not have?_______________ Explain your answer. 

 

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 



After reading Sorting It All Out and Domains and Kingdoms, answer the following questions.   

 

_____ 1. Putting plants and animals into orderly groups based on similar characteristics is called 

  a. arrangement.    c. identification. 

  b. classification.    d. biology. 

 

_____ 2. Classifying living things helps human beings 

  a. improve the world. 

  b. make sense of the world. 

  c. destroy the world. 

  d. make sense of the useful plants only. 

 

_____ 3. Taxonomy is the science of 

  a. naming plants and animals. 

  b. describing, classifying, and naming organisms. 

  c. naming and describing living things. 

  d. describing organisms. 

 

_____ 4 .Today, a system of classification similar to the system developed by Carolus Linnaeus 

  a. includes only plants.    c. is still used. 

  b. is no longer used.     d. does not include plants. 

 

_____ 5.  The more closely related living things are to each other, the more 

  a. characteristics they share.    c. space they share. 

  b. food they share.     d. water they will share. 

 

_____ 6. Organisms are thought to be closely related when they have 

  a. almost no characteristics in common. 

  b. no characteristics in common. 

  c. few characteristics in common. 

  d. many characteristics in common. 

 

_____ 7.  Bears, lions, and house cats give birth to live young, and lions and house cats have 

retractable claws.  Which of the three types of animals are most closely related? 

  a. lions and house cats 

  b. lions and bears 

  c. house cats and bears 

  d. None of the animals are related. 

_____ 8.  All organisms are classified into 

  a. one of three domains.    c. plants or animals. 

  b. one of eight phyla.     d. living or nonliving things. 

 

_____ 9.  Each domain of organisms is divided into several 

  a. genera.      c. orders. 

  b. classes.      d. kingdoms. 

 

_____ 10. The smallest, most specific classification level is 

  a. phylum.      c. class. 

  b. species.      d. order. 

 



11. In the scientific name for the Asian elephant, Elephas maximus, the word Elephas indicates the 

animal’s ______________________. 

 

12. All genus names begin with a(n) ______________________. 

13. All specific names begin with a(n) ______________________. 

 

_____ 14. Scientists use dichotomous keys to 

  a. name organisms.     c. identify organisms. 

  b. count organisms.     d. catch organisms. 

 

_____ 15. Of all the organisms on the Earth, 

  a. all have been discovered. 

  b. all have been classified. 

  c. not all have been discovered or classified. 

  d. all have been given scientific names. 

 

_____ 16. What do scientists do when a newly discovered organism does not fit any existing 

category? 

  a. leave the organism alone 

  b. try to change the organism 

  c. destroy the organism 

  d. create a new category 

 

_____ 17. What newly discovered organism, first found in 1995 on lobster lips, did not fit in any 

existing phyla? 

  a. Symbion pandora     c. Elephas maximus 

  b. Felis domesticus     d. Tyrannosaurus rex 

 

18.  What is a group of organisms that are closely related and can mate to produce fertile offspring 

called?  ________________________ 

 

19. In order from largest to smallest, what are the eight levels of classification? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

20.   How are bacteria similar to fungi? How are fungi similar to animals? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. Why do you think Linnaeus did not include classification kingdoms for categories of archaea and 

bacteria? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22.  The Venus’ flytrap does not move around. It can make its own food by using photosynthesis. It can 

also trap insects and digest the insects to get nutrients. The flytrap also has a cell wall. Into which 

kingdom would you place the Venus’ flytrap? What makes this organism unusual in the kingdom you 

chose? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 


